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The World Business Council for Sustainable 

Development (WBCSD) is a global CEO-led coalition of 

some 200 international companies, from 35 countries 

and 22 sectors, with a shared commitment to 

sustainable development.   

 

Collectively, members represent an estimated: 

  

Å    15 million employees 

Å     7 USD trillion annual revenues 

Å     5 USD trillion market capitalization 

  
 (Source: Observatoire de la Finance, Geneva, December 2009) 

 

What is WBCSD? 



Implementation 

Á Splicing sustainability 

into corporate DNA, 

integrating it into core 

business strategy and 

operations 

 

Advocacy 

Á Responding to and 

shaping the public 

policy agenda and 

framework conditions 

that affect sustainable 

development. 

What do we do? 
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Council Member 

Liaison Delegate 

Usually CEO or similar.   

Provide strategic direction to the 

WBCSD and to individual focus areas 

and projects. 

 

Usually Vice President or similar.   

Key óhubô for contact between the 

WBCSD and the company. 

 

Who represents the members? 



The Regional Network The Regional Network 



Vision 2050: A holistic, optimistic platform for 

rethinking business, by business 



éthrough a global business dialogue 



Three key questions 

ÅWhat does a sustainable world look like? 

ÅHow can we realize it? 

ÅWhat are the roles business can play in ensuring 

more rapid progress toward that world? 



The different steps of Vision 2050 

Business-as-
usual 
outlook to 
2050 

Vision 2050 

Pathway to 
2050 

Opportunities 



Business-as-usual Outlook to 2050 

ÅñHumanity has largely had an explosive 
relationship with our planet; we can, and 
should, aim to make this a symbiotic 
one.ò 

ÅMichael Mack, Syngenta International AG 



BAU to 2050: Growth, inertia, 

degradation 
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Population Energy demand 
and emissions 

Water Food 

Temperature 

Ecosystems 



Growth: World population is increasing, 

ageing and urbanizing 
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Source: UN Population Division, World Population Prospects: The 2008 Revision, 2008 



Growth: Global middle class is rapidly 

expanding 

Population in low- and middle-income countries earning 

US$ 4,000-17,000 per capita (purchasing power parity) 

Source: World Bank, Global Economic Prospects, 2007 
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Growth: Economic power is shifting 

Top 10 economies by GDP in 2050 

Source: Goldman Sachs, BRICs and Beyond, 2007 



Degradation: Greenhouse gas emissions 

keep rising 
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Degradation: Environmental degradation 

jeopardizes peopleôs quality of life 
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Degradation: World could be running out 

of some resources 
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BAU projection: We will consume 2.3 Earths in 2050 

In sum: World is on an unsustainable 

track 
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Sources: Global Footprint Network, WBCSD Vision 2050 



The Vision 



Vision 2050: Nine billion people live well, within the limits of the planet 

Our Vision  
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Sources: Global Footprint Network, WBCSD Vision 2050 



Pathway to 2050 



TODAY 

The pathway to Vision 2050 To a sustainable world in 2050 

From business-as-usual 



2050 

TODAY 

The pathway to Vision 2050 To a sustainable world in 2050 

From business-as-usual 



TODAY 

The pathway to Vision 2050 To a sustainable world in 2050 

From business-as-usual 



Closing the gap: Reaching the vision 

Collaboration 

Build complex 

coalitions, co-

innovation 

Consumption 

Change consumption 

patterns to more 

sustainable lifestyles 

Costs 

Internalize cost of 

carbon, water & other 

ecosystem services 

Carbon & resources 

Halve CO2 

emissions, double 

agricultural output, 4-

10 fold increase in 

resource efficiency 



Sustainable innovation is THE key 
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άΧǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ 
future only companies that make sustainability a goal will 

ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜΦέ 
 
 

         Harvard Business Review, Sep 2009 
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But what kind of sustainable innovation? 



Harvest the low-hanging carbon fruit 

46 Source: McKinsey and Vattenfall 



 1. Fix the fragmented building process 

Source: WBCSD Energy Efficiency in Buildings Project 



Demolition or 
Disassembly 

Refit Refit 

Developer / 

Owner 1 
Owner 2 Owner 3 Owner 4 Owner 5 

Benefits to future owners and occupants 
Risk and 
expense of 
initial investor 

Costs 

Savings 

$$$ 

- 

+ 

Financing 

 2. Pick the possible property profits 

Source: UNEP Sustainable Building and Climate 

Initiative  



The Green Race is On 

Å5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀǊŜ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ нлрлΩǎ ƻǇǘƛƳƛǎƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƛƴ 
40 years can move from a BAU path that would 
consume two planets, to a sustainable path that 
consumes one planet? 

 

o  Yes, it can be done 

o No, it cannot be done 
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Question 1 



The Green Race is On 

ChinaSo: 

ÅWhat types of innovation will be most 
important for the sustainable 
transformation? 

  
o Technological 

o Social (consumer behavior, lifestyles, business models) 

o Policy innovation  
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Question 2 



Opportunities 



 

 

 

Building & 
transformingé 

a. Cities 

b. Infrastructure 

c. Livelihoods & 
lifestyles 

 

 

 
Helping 

change happen 

Improving 
biocapacity & 

managing 
ecosystems 

Business domains for the next decade ï 

Opportunities and overlaps 



Total size of business opportunities is 

large 
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Building & transforming cities: The development of 

cities presents significant opportunities 

Estimates suggest that by 2030 

US$ 40 trillion will need to be 

invested in urban 

infrastructure worldwide 



Building the new energy mix is another 

trillion $ / year business  
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Source: IEA/OECD, 2009 



Water infrastructure: A great variety of 

solutions will be needed 

Aggregate 2030 demand

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

South Africa

São Paulo state

China

India 1,498

818

20

18

Agriculture

Industry

Municipal and domestic

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800

Billion m3

Billion m3

2030 supply

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

% of demand

Aggregate gap

Demand for water will outstrip supply ï Action is needed to plug the gap  
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Source: McKinsey/Water Resources Group, Charting our water future, 2009 



Improving biocapacity and managing 

ecosystems 

Potential growth of some ecosystem 

markets (US$ billion) 

Ecosystem 

payments 

 Bio-productivity 

Technology 

Distribution 

Education 
0 10 20 30

Compliant
biodiversity offsets

Government
mediated

biodiversity PES

Voluntary watershed
management

payments

Government-
mediated watershed

PES

Current size

Potential size by 2020

Potential size by 2050

Source: Forest Trends and the Ecosystem 

Marketplace, PES: Market Profiles, 2008 

FAW 

management 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://raleighforhire.files.wordpress.com/2009/01/money-tree.jpg&imgrefurl=http://raleighforhire.wordpress.com/2009/01/16/economic-growth/&usg=__S_KlyK6cR0j6oxPKWbWD1jeadtA=&h=701&w=700&sz=28&hl=en&start=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=iozrbLLy8Mwi3M:&tbnh=140&tbnw=140&prev=/images?q=money+tree&hl=en&rlz=1T4RNWN_enGB320GB320&um=1


Education: Investing in educating women 

Providing girls with an extra year 

of schooling increases their 

wages by 10-20% 



Products and services for aging 

populations 

By 2020 people aged 65 
and above will account for 

about one-fifth of the total 

global population 

Each month around 1.9 

million people in the world 

will join the ranks of the 

over 65s 



Developed economies 
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EU 

Å Is the market leader today (40% market share) 

Å 300% increase in R&D for green technologies in 2009 

Japan 

Å Leader on energy efficient solutions 

Å Started action after the oil crisis in the 70ôs 

The Green Race is on! 

China 

Å About to become the leader of the race 

Å Key component of next 5-Year Plan (2011-2015) 

Å Clean energy investment : No. 1 rank with 21% of the 162 billion USD 

invested globally, from 3% to 50% of solar market in two yearsé.  



10 green giants that could change the 
world 
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General Electric 

Sodium batteries for trains 

and the grid, LED light 

bulbs, solar panels, etc. 

The Green Race is on! 

Nissan 

The Leaf ($32,800 electric 

car available later this year) 

Dow Chemical 

Solar roofing tiles, batteries 

for electric cars, 

desalination, solar 

technologies, etc. 

Panasonic 

$1 billion investment into 

expanding its green 

market 

Johnson Controls and 

Honeywell 
Transforming feedstocks 

into ñdrop-inò fuels, batteries 

for hybrid and electric cars 

Cisco 

Videoconferencing (cuts its 

own travel budget by $500 

million with video) 



The Green Race is on! 

30 % 
of Siemensô portfolio is green. 

              The value of this portfolio is    
ϵ25 bn 

Peter Lºscher, CEO, Siemens 
(DN 01.09.10)  

Results from one quarter to another 

means nothing. Itôs the long term 

result that matters. We had a goal that 

30 percent of our portfolio would be 

green in 2011 [é], but that goal will 

already be met this year.  



What's up for your students?  

93 % 
of CEOs believe that sustainability issues will be 

critical to the future success of their business.  

91 % 
of CEOs report that their company will employ new 

technologies to address sustainability issues over 

the next five years.  

Source: Accenture/ United Nations Global Compact  

72 % 
of CEOs see education as the global development 

issue most critical to address for the future 

success of their business.Climate change is 

second with 66%.  

The Green Race is on! 



Conclusions 




